Footpath Maintenance

Footpaths and stiles require maintenance. Sometimes ownership and responsibility is not clear. Groups such as
the “Voluntary Cotswold Wardens” and “Stroud Valley Project” carry out some of this maintenance work locally.
These groups introduce volunteers to a variety of traditional skills such as hedge-laying and dry-stone walling. The
projects might replace footbridges and carry out revetting of paths to reduce erosion or improve safety.
Gloucestershire Rights Of Way or landowners may supply materials.
The footpaths described here are clearly marked by
signposts or with the footpath symbol visible on this
kissing gate. The direction of the Cotswold Way over
Selsley Common is shown by the angle of the yellow
arrow.

Voluntary Cotswold Wardens enjoy a coffee break
while revetting the Cotswold Way in Penn Woods,
Middleyard.
Entirely by chance a young lady appeared and was
so impressed by their selfless hard work that she was
moved to play her violin to them.
This was before their review of work
in “the King’s Head”.

Some of the footpath work is less glamorous.
This footpath was constantly flooded due to a broken
pipe. The sludge was dug out and the pipe replaced.
Gravel was carried to the path to provide a dry footway on
the steep slope.

Learning to lay hedges is a good winter
warmer.

Cotswold Voluntary Wardens
enjoy a coffee break while revetting
a footpath.This slope is steep,slippery
and dangerous.
The bucket contains tools, not
champagne.

Volunteers from Stroud Valleys
Project installing a kissing gate.
These provide easier access for all
than step-over stiles and require
far less maintenance.
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Cotswold Wardens installing a footbridge.
Many wardens are retired engineers so
work is of a high standard, ‘though often
only after lively debate.

Training days are organised by
the Cotswolds AONB Conservation
Board.

This skill is practised here by Cotswolds
Wardens rebuilding a wall by the footpath
in Kingscote.

There are also competitions for
hedgelaying and drystone walling.

King’s Stanley has 23 miles of routes, which are a Public Right of Way. These include
88 stiles, 36 gates and 17 bridges. Bridges are the responsibility of Glos. C.C., but landowners
are responsible for stiles and gates on their land. The step-over stile above left has been built
by Cotswold Voluntary Wardens to British Stile Standard. Many farmers prefer kissing gates to
step-over stiles as they are much more durable and are self-closing. The kissing gate in the
photo cost £300 and labour to erect it was valued at £400 in January, 2009. However, several
schemes and grants are available and they can be erected by groups of volunteers from the
Cotswolds Voluntary Wardens or Stroud Valleys Project. In 2008-9 the Stanleys have gained 9
new kissing gates in this way.
Problems on footpaths can be reported to:
Sarah Ellis of Glos. Rights of Way, tel. 01452 425576 or sarah.ellis@gloucestershire.gov.uk.
Rights of Way can be checked on the G.C.C. map at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk,
request “maps”, and zoom into the location required.

Most volunteers join on retiring. Voluntary work takes you into beautiful areas, which you
might never visit otherwise. It is a “green gym” which costs you nothing, but provides
good company, healthy exercise, and enormous job satisfaction.

